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The Lawfulneſs of Conplincs- 


With all the 


CEREMONIES 


OF THE 


CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


ERE it may be demanded in the firſt place, 
| how indifferent ations, or ations of a mid- 


dle nature berwixt moral moral good and evil, which 
are neither neceſſary, nor u neither comman- - 
ded nor forbidden by the W of God, and inthe per- 
formance of which we can ſhew neither obedience nor 


diſobedience, but. are left to our difepation, can ay 5 


any obligation upon the Conſciences of. 
- Anſwer. They may oblige the Cc aſcience upal 
fourfold account ; As firf. When we bind 6 
with a Vow to God to doe ſach t 
were not before obliged. If the hic 8 be {a 
indifferent in it felf, we are"! y > 
- for che thincs fake, "but for the Vor 
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Religion is contained in it ; and therefore that which 


© before was free, - is now by reaſon of the Vow made 


due worſhip'to God, or at leaſt for us neceſſary to be 
done,” Although the fubjeq-matter, or the thing it ſelf 
vowed, be indifferent, yet the obſervation of that 
Vow, doth dire&ly belong to that honour, which by 
our Religion we owe to God. Of this nature were the 
Vows and Laws of the Nazarites, of which we xeade 
Nun. 6. And by fuch a Vow Jephthah was entangled ; 
having raſhly made a vow to offer unto God, what- 
ſoever thing came out firſt to meet him, after his re- 
turn from battel and victory, for a Ruxnt-offering ; 
which proved to be his own Daughter : and therefore 


was neceſſitated by his Vow, though not to offer her 


up for a Burnt-ſfacrifice, which was an abominati 


thought the Lew of God would pergiit, tq ſhat her 
which'the 


Chriſtian to eſteem 
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to the Ceremomes of the Charch. 
the Lord Jeſus that, &c. It was an indifferent thing 
to eat Swines fleſh, or not to eat it; yet if any my 
was perſuaded in his Conſcience the cating to. 
lawfull, he ought to forbear,  v; 2.3. \For- acer 
35 not of faith, is rd Where by Fanh weare to-un- 
derſtand a particular perſuaſion concerning things a- 
bout which we are exerciſed ; as that it was lawful 
to eat, or unlawfull to eat ſuch or ſuch meats ; not 
true faving Faith, by which we become Chriſtians, 
and lay hold on our Saviour for life and ſalvation, and 
which alſo the believing Fews, miſperfaaded in ſome 


ſuch particulars, as I have already mentioned, were - 


endued with. 
Thirdly, "The third caſe is of evident and manifeſt 
erp ths is, when the-obſervation, or not obſer- 


: pron of hings indifferent, deyh manifeſtly endanger 
Faich fs W 


tak Chriftians, and harden others in 
their unbelief.'. See x Cor. x0. 27, 28. r Cor. 8.8, 9, 
10. - Ant] indeed one great defign 'of 'the ___ 
= Panl was 40 perfaade the firong 
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to Meſaical. Ceremomes. ward + 
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" 4 The Lawfulneſs of Compliance 
_ the Goſpel ; and tempted almoſt thoſe who already 
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believed to renounce their Faith. And therefore the 
Apoſtle doth exhort the believing Gentiles, to abate 
their Liberty, and not to endanger the Faith, and Sal 
vation of ſo many Souls. 

Fourthly, Although indifferent Rites do not oblige 
us to their obſervation direatly- of themſelves, or of 
their own account, yet our Conſciences are obliged 
to the obſervation of them indiretly and by conſe- 
quence when they are commanded and enjoined by 
the Supreme . Civil Magiſtrate, and our Sovereign 
Lord. And this is by virtue of that Divine Precept, 
Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher powers, which 
bindeth the Conſcience diretly. The command of 
God to obey the King, as Supreme in ell lawfull things 
(and ſuch all indifferent things are ) doth oblige the 
Conſcience directly, and of it 1elf,as all the Commands 
of God do; And therefore all things commanded 
by him, if not unlawfull, do likewiſe bind the Con- 
ſcience indire&tly by virtue of the Command of God. 
So when Parents employ their Children,- and Maſters 
their Servants about any buſineſs, the buſineſs it ſelf 
doth not oblige the Conſcience dire&ly, becauſe not 
commanded by God; but it doth nceeyy and by 
conſequence, by virtue of the. Command of God to 
honour Parents, and obey our Maſters in all things. 

And that the Magiſtrate may impoſe in Religion 


things lawfull in themſelves will appear ; becaule if 


he think the impoſition of them expedient ſome ways 
or ther, as for the peace, and quietneſs, or the unifor- 
mity, and the ſettlement of the People, whom he go- 
verns, and the keeping of them from diſtractions, and 
innovations, &c.. he may certainly impoſe them, be- 
cauſe he doeth it as a good and' expedient Lang: Ang 
|  - what 
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to the Ceremonies of the Church. 
what a private man may doe by himſelf in things 
lawfull, if he think the uſe of them to be expedient 
for his better ſervice of God ; that alſo may the Magi- 
ſtrate impoſe for uniformity on his Subjects. Other- 
wiſe I ſuppoſe that no Prince would impoſe Ceremo- 
nies on his People againſt their will, merely becauſe 
they are indifferent things, unleſs he thought them 
alſo ſome way fit and expedient. Now although Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons may be thought. the fitteſt judges, 
of what Ceremonies are moſt convenient for the 
Church, yet in impoſing them they ought to haye 
regard to the Supreme Magiſtrate, and not to at 
without, much leſs againſt his conſent. Under the 
Old Teſtament the Legal Miniſtery,which conſiſted in 
Ceremonies, and Sacrifices, was not ordered by the 
hand of Aaron the High-prieſt, but by the hand of 
Moſes who was King in Jeſhurun, Deut. 33.5. And 
after him Dapid, Solomen,. Afa, Fehoſaphat, Ezekiah, 
Fofrtab Kings of 1ſrael, and Fudah, inftituted the: Ta- 
bernacle and 'Femple Service, ordered! and regulated 
everal Ox in which they varied from the Law of 
Mefes,, : 2 Chron: 29. 34. Lev. x. 6,7. erefted Altars, 
and dedicated them-to-ithe Lord, :deftroyed 'Idolatry, 
reformed abuſes in; the-Worſhip of:God ; ſetled both 


the:ſtanding Worſhip of God, with occaſional Thankf- - 


givings, and | AS, 44 M8 bt: HR SFO LawhD 
The like power have Chriſtian Kings''and Env 


rours had ſince Chri/t, -as- might be made evidentand 


apparent by Hiſtory: .And therefore it is an Article of 
the Church of England; which likewiſe all do-acknow- 
ledge inthe Oaths of Allegiance ard.Supremacy;' thwt 
the King's Majeſty: within/ his Dominions/and®*Cown- 
tries 154 all cauſes, ' and;quer-all perſons, 'as welliee- 
eleſiaſtical as civil, ciextzunder God: ſupreme” Moders- 
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6 The Lawfulneſs of Compliance 
tour, and Governgur. And therefore it is by his au- 
thority that Eccleſiaſtical Canons are made, and enac- 
ted Laws of the Nation ; without which Lm_ of difle- 
ring judgments might excommunicate other but 
to ittle purpoſe. | f 

I ſhall now in the next place briefly compare theſe 
Obligations together , which many times croſs and 
contradict each other. 'Fhe obligation then to obſerve 
indiflerent Ceremonies which arifeth from the com- 
mand of Superiour Powers ts generally greater than 
any which ariſeth upon other accounts. And here 
fir/t as to Vows and Covenants, we have the caſe fta- 
ted between Father and Child, Husband and Wife, 
Numb. 30. and the ſame is the reaſon between Princes 
and Subje&s : for no man ought to bind himſelf with 
a vow, unleſs in fuch caſes which God and his Supe- 
riours have = to his liberty. Obar_ CHA_s, 
Servants and Subje&s might by. making. vaws ſhake 
oft all obedience to .Paretts, Maſtcts and: Princes. 
Whenſoever - therefore he: knows the' Will of the 
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agg powers, whom by our Oaths we are bound 
to obey. | 
Sacha » As to anerring and doubtfull Conſcience ; 
'tis true that if a man through an erroneous judgment, 
which is by reaſon of education or otherways invinci- 
bly ſuch, be fully perſuaded that to be unlawfull 
which is in it ſelf lawfull, although the commands of 
Superiours lay an obligation, yet the greater ſin is 
toact againſt Confcience. So Rom. 14. 23. Whatfoever 
is not of faith is fin ; and the Apoſtle adds,. that he that 
eateth and doubteth is damned ; though not always in 
the World to come, yet he is condemned in his own 
Conſcience ; which how great a puniſhment it is we 
may know by divers Examples. FE 
But if there be caaly ſmall  itecaſlently Scruples, 
or Arguments, which:draw the mi ually., fo that 
the judgment is rendered uncertain, the woes pe- 
as 61509 gin the. thing; to. be abſolutely. un- 
,)the ſafeſt way. is to-abey the cammand,:and 
the duty we owe to the Superiour, Powers qught to 
turn the ſcales : Diſobedience being vae-&f the grea- 
wo ſins, and aogy a neentthyy cury FF.nn wear 
> ought not to be neglected, for trivi uples and 
pans but upon very conſiderable and 7s 
reaſons. ; | 
is hirdly, " caſe of :Scandal-; we maſt ne 
charge our. to our Sovercign,: reter abedi- 
pans, 6-4 ing before ſatisfa&tion of, Fellow-ſubjedts. 
And to let paſs hat ufual argument which is broy 
that obedience to Higher Powers is an at of Juſtice 
it being their due right given to them from God the 
King of Kings ; But the condeſcention to the infirmi- 
ties.of 2 weak Brother is an a& onely of ity, and 
acts of charity muſt give place to acts of juftice anely; 


nay, 
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nay, charity ſuppoſeth that we rob not others of their 
dues : But in this cafe of obedience there is a concur- 
rence both of juſtice and charity, which ſurely ſhould 
be of more- prevalent obligation than a ſingle one, and 
that the weaker too ; to let this paſs; I fay that the 


St. Paul wrote his Epiſtles, for then their Faith was fo 
much endangered, that they could not rell well which 
ſooner to part with, their Faith in Chrift7 or Moſaical 
Ceremonies. But the Diſlenters Faith now-a-days is 
not ſo much endangered, but they ſeem to be the 
more confirmed and obſtinate in their reſolutions , 
and . affirm themſelves almoſt to be the | onely 
Chriſtians. 
But foraſmuch as this Point hath been vehemently 
inſiſted on, by feveral Separatifts, who'having firft 
made others to be ſcandalized at the Ceremonies and 
Orders of our.Church ; and then pretend they:cannat 
conform for fear of deſtroying the Souls of their weak 
brethren, «whoſe ruine they accuſe our Church to en- 
deavour ; I ſhall retort the argument on themfelves, 
and affirm in'the next place, that diſobedience'to the 
Higher Powers is it ſelf the greateſt :ſrandal to. Chri- 
Sa0p' Religion, ' and endangereth the. Salvation of moſt 
Ou > £=PY + > 
It was by this Jeatoufie;*rafhly and without ground 
taken up ; viz. /Lhat Chrift and: Chriſtian Religion, 
were an enemy to'government, that the Devil hath in 
all ages, ſtirred up men to perfecute-the Church'; up- 
on this pretence: our Blefled Saviour, the moſt inno- 


* Condemned and executed :: if thou let bim go, thowart 
- mt Caſar's friend, faid the Jews to Pilate. 'It _—_ 
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caſe, is far different from what it was when the Apoſtle 


cent-perfon; who lived-upon Earth, who/payed Tri- 
bute to Czfar with the expence of a Miracle, was yet - 


ee 


to the 


this account that es: «Avon endurad bonds, and im- 
ens, as men that would turn th 
ſide down. It wasupon this: 2retence 


A Chriſtians for above 300 yearstogethey were Pa 

[- with the rage of heathen Emperours, becauſe thought 
diſturbers ot the e public ye peace. Ons we ſee how the very : 
pretence of indiſpoſing men for ſubjeQion, Gb nom not- 2 
withſtanding the poles by their doctrine, and the I 


Primitive Chriſtians by their example clearly refuted, 
is apt to bring Religion into diſeſteem,and render it odi- 
| ous. But thele diſobeyed onely where God's Law was 
- contrary to the Emperour's, and when tliey could not 
| obey they patiently ſuffered. But if we will ſtand out 
| | againſt our King in thoſe things, which God requires 

q | not of us, if we will diſobey our Sovereign, and be ' 

never the more obedient to God, if every ſcruple be 
an excuſe from ſubjection and obedience ; thele pre- 

# tences will be turned into realities, and we ſhall be left £4 

| withous excuſe, if we will have no regard to the Laws E- 

I of Men, z ed y bond of humane Society, though Ec 

no ways ed by the fear of the Laws of God. If _ 

tumults a d nur ſhall -be the appendixes of 28 

we find Laos expratty god in fo mary _ 
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ouſnefs required conformity 2 Hath not this been the 
- introduction of Atheiſm and wreligion, the greateſt di- 
temper among us ? hath not this been the original of 
all Sets and Schifins ?. hath it not nouriſhed thofe ma- 
nifold Errours and Herefies, which cauſed profane Per- 
fons to ſit down in the feat of the Scorners.? and there- 
fore as we tender the honour of our Religion, and 
would vindicate it from being an enemy to govern- 
ment, and deſtruQtive to humane Society preſerved by 
government,unleſs we would drivethe fame defign with 
the Devil, the common enemy of mankind, and cfpe- 
cially of Chriſtians, to bring an univerſal ſcandal on: 
our Profeſſion, and render it odious to mankind ; we 
muſt not be refra&ary or difobedient to humane Laws, 
when the Laws of God permit us to obey them, and 
| give an cedleſs occaſion of eftence to thoſe, whom God 

Path placed in authority over us. And therefore in this 
eaſe, though eccleſiaſtical Perſons are the beſt judges. 
of what ought to be introduced wto the Church, yet 
if there ſhould ariſe a diſlention, for the avoiding Scan- 
dal, the Fathers of the Church ought to give place to 
the Father of their Country. 

St. Paul teacheth us, ' 1 Cor. 9. 20, 2x. that wnte the 
Fews he became as a Few, that he might gain the Jews ; 
to them under the law, as under the law; to them with- 
out the Law, as, &«c. to the weak, as weak, toall men all 
zhings, that he might by all means ſave ſome. What 
think you he would have done, nay, what would he 
not have done, if the Emperours by his condeſcenſions 
ſhould have become Chriſhans, by Wen means a free 

to the Goſpel would be laid open throughout. 

the whole World ?2. would he that fo ſeverely injoined 
obedience to the higher Powers on pain of damnation,. 
and that ſo readily and willingly complied with all forts. 
FT Nr of 


to the Ceremontes of the Charch. . xx 
of men for the ſalvation of their Souls, have ſcrupled 
a few indifferent Ceremonies, whereby Governours 


and Magiſtrates might be alienated from the love. of 


Chriſtianity ? he had the fame'reaſan'to comply with 
theſe, as with all other ſorts of people for their good. 

And thus theſe things being premiſed, I ſhall come 
to ſhew the lawfulneſs of compliance with all the Ce- 
remonies of the Church of Ezg/and ; and this I ſhall 
doe by one general and comprehenſive argument. 

If then the Jewi/b Ceremonies commanded in the 
Levitical Law, were indifferent, and might lawfully 
be obſerved, after the Death, Refurre&ion and Aſcen- 
ſion of our Saviour, who put a period unto them, even 
by thoſe who knew the Levitical Law aboliſhed at that 
time ; much more are the Ceremonies of the Church 
of Exg/and indificrent, and may be lawfully uſed ; But 
the Fewiſ Ceremonies, &c. and therefore, &c. 

Of theſe Pro one - order ; _ the ſequel or 
conſequence will evidently appear , if watcom 
theirs.and ours together.  'Tis true indeed, the Jewiſh 


Ceremonies had their inſtitution, and fignification gi- 


ven unto them at firſt immediately from God himſelf. 
And the Fews ftill thought that this obligation from 
God remained on them. Buthowever, they were inſti- - 
tuted onely for a certain time, ail Ebriſt ſhonld come 

in the fleſh, and by oblation of himſelf once; purchite -. 


ether with the obligationto obſerveand perform them 
Ar periſhed, fo tar forth as it was from God: For this 
was the end of the inſtitution of the Sacrifices, and moſt 
of the Ceremonies, to ſignify Chrift to come, and the 
offering him up as a Sacrifice for us all, Heb. 9.2.43,24. 5 
And therefore the continuation of them Fed ak” 7a. "HY 
not from Divine ABORT ant depooed on the igne- . 2 


- 


the remiſſion of our fins. And then their fignification to- 
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rance of the Fews, and prudence of the Apoſtles ; the 
Fews were zealous of the Law, and the Apoſtles were 
willing to permit it, as long as tliey embraced Chriſtia- 
nity. But God's 'inſtitution and injunttion being then 
expired, they were for the time they were afterwards 
uſed, as much humane and depending on the will of 
man, as our Ceremonies are now ; and fo in this caſe 
there is an equality ; And it is all one to think that to 
be appointed by God, which is not appointed by him, 
and to know it to be appointed by God's Vicegerent. 

But if we will conſider other circumſtances, we ſhall 
find, that thoſe which attended the Jewiſh Ceremonies, 
were very dangerous, and had fuch tendency to evil, 
which ours are exempted from. | 

For firſt, They might well be accounted vain, and 
as the Faflover Sacrifices for ſin unreaſonable, Chri/t 
being already offered. | 

Secondly, It might ſeem to he a mocking of God, and 
abuſing Ws. Inſtitution, to uſe Ceremonies fignifying 
Chriff to come, who was then aſcended into Heaven, 
and which repreſented his merits as future, when they 
were already confummated: SEO | 

Thirdly, The uſe. of them was joined:in moſt Fews, 
with this erroneous opinion, that they were neceſiary 
parts of God's worſhip. See Rom. 14. 

Fourthly, Our Ceremonies hgnily onely ex parte 
hominis, or on the part of man; they either ſignify our 
duty, and what we are, or ſerve to put us.in mind of 
what we ſhould be ;- but the Fewiſh Ceremonies did 
ſignify not onely ex parte hominis, but ex parte Dei 
too ;. they were uſed, not onely_ as figns to put us in 
mind of our obedience to God, but as means of con- 
veying divine benediftion upon: us ; they were uſed 
got onely as mere Ceremonies, but as Sacraments too, 

| | and 


to the Ceremonies of the Church. 13 
and as proper parts of Divine-Worſhip, and as ſeals of 
the Covenant, as Circumciſion oo Paſſover. 

Fifthly, The obſerving of them among the Jews by 
the allowance of the Apoſtles might bs end as in- 
deed.it-did, the intruſion of them on the Gen/iles, And 
' it being impoſſible for the Gentiles to: obſerve all the 
Ceremonial Law of Moſes, and come up all.of them to 
Feruſalem, to keep the Paſſover, and offer ſacrifice, it 
might cauſe them utterly to reje& the Goſpef, which 
was incumbred with ſuch impoſſible obſervations. And 
here, by the way, I ſuppoſe that Chri/t came not onely 
to aboliſh the Jewiſh Ceremonies, but alſo to leave all 
people tothe indifterent uſe of fuch Ceremonies, which 
were conſiſtent with the ſervice of God, and agreeable 
to their awn Country and: temper ; which-1s a true- 
kind of hberty. | 

Sixthly, It might ſtir up the Fews to'ſeek righteouf- 
neſs, and juſtification by them. Of how dangerous con- 
ſequence the obſervation of theſe Ceremonies was, may 
be gathered out of the Epiſtle to the Galatians. The 
main deſign of the Apoſtle in that whole Epiſtle is-to 
reclaim the Ga/atzans from adhering to Moſaicat Cere- 
' monies, .by putting them-in-mind of: the. Goſpel” of 

Chrift, Gal. 4-20,11. He'blameth' them-for'obſeryi 
the Jewiſh Feſtivals, to which the Jews living among 


them perſuaded them ; which-were however the moſt 
inconfiderable Ceremonies. And in Gad. 5. 2, 3. BehotZ 
I Paul teftify unto you; Ec. that is, if thaſe who were 
circumciſed looked'on Circamciſion; as that to'which 
they were bound by the Law*'of Moſes; then they 
muſt obſerve the whole Law; for 2 quatenus ad de omnj 


© # 


valet conſequentia. And alfo if they ſtood hm that, as 
a work-of the Law. by which-tliey ſhould be juſtified, 
then Chriſt: would profit” them-nothing, Wy bong 

tours. 
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debtours to doe the whole Law, and therefore would 
have no benefit by the death of Chri/7. 

So that you ſee, that though theſe Ceremonies, con- 
ſidered abſolutely jn themſelves, were indifferent, yet 
by reaſon of ſome circumſtances, which might be an- 
nexed to them, they were very perilous, and of dange- 
rous conſequence. Wherefore as ſome indifferent ations 
(though abſolutely in their own nature all may be ſaid 
to be equally indifierent) by reaſon of good cireumſtan- 
- cesulually attending them, are of good report, as tilling 
the ground, and the like ; and ſome, by reaſon of evil cir- 
cumſtances uſually annexed to them, are of ill report, 
as performing the office of an Hangman, or an Execu- 
tioner, which though lawfull, .is yet accounted infa- 
. mous : fo if we compare theCeremonies of the Church 
of England with the Levitical Ceremonies, as uſed af- 
ter the Aſcenſion of our Saviour, and promulgation of 
the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, we may by that ours are 
'as the former, . theirs-as-the latter. 

Some indeed excuſe the Fewi/b Ceremonies in that 
they being inſtituted by God at firſt, ought to have a 
decent Sepulture ; that the Jews being-perſuaded of 
their neceſlity, mult be tolerated, born with ia 
their opining. But theſe excuſes are-nothing pertinent 
to the buſineſs in hand ; God's Inſtitution when expi- 

red was extrinſecal, and they were no longer to be ob- 
ferved by his appointment , being abolhed by the 
death of Chriſt, Col. 2.14. Now, if a Maſter appoint 
buſineſs for ſo Jong time, and no longer, if his Servant 
continue in it afterwards, what he d 


- 


contir oeth, is of his own - 
will, and he may be puniſhed for it. And that the 
Jews muſt be born with, T do not deny ; but however, 
this oven not but that the obſervation of the Moſai- 
cal Ceremonies for that time was of very gras 

| : | conle- 


to the Ceremonies of the Church. rs 


conſequence, And though ignorance might excuſe the 
generality of the converted 7ews,. yet .it could not ex- 
cuſe the Apoſtles and Elders; who''knew them to be 


-aboliſhed by the death of Chrif. Neitheris the queſtion 


whether the Fewi/h Ceremonies ought to have a decent: 
Sepulture, or no, but whether ſuch Ceremonies of ſo 
dangerous conſequence, and ſfo-nighly bordering on un- 
lawtulneſs, might not however be born with upory 0- 


ther more important cauſes ? 


So much of the firſt Propoſition, or demonſtration 
of the Sequel ; by which it is manifeſt, that if the Fewi/þ 
Ceremonies, which ſignified Chriſt to come, . who was 
already come, and did abolifh them by his death, which 
were vain repetitions of Sacrifices for fin, Chriſt being 
already offered up for all, which were uſed as Sacra- * 
ments, looked on as neceſlary parts of Divine Worſhip, 
were thought on not onely. on our part; but 
God's too ; Whole obſervation among the Fexs did en- 
danger their intruſion upon the Genriles'; for whom'it 
was utterly impoſſible to obſerve them all; nay, whoſe- 
obſervation: did tend to confirm the Fews. in ſeeking, 
righteouſneſs by the works of the Law ; did. infe&t ma- 
ny Gentiles, as the Galatians with the fame errouy;:in- 
ſomuch 'that 'ChriſÞ was like tos.profic. them nothing; 
and their faith to be' in: vain ; if theſe" Ceremonies. 
might at any time under ſuch circumftances be law- 
fully uſed ; certainly much more* the Ceremonies of 
the Church of England, which are not liable to ſuch 
inconveniences, and many of which have been derived. 
down unto us. from the Primitive Chriſtians. © 

So I come now to yrovy the ſecond: Propoſition or 
Aſſumption ; but theſe Fewiſh Ceremonies were ſome- 
times lawfully uſed even by thoſe'who affuredly knew 
them to be aboliſhed by the death-of Chr/. T ſhall oe 

hs 
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here inflance in the ality of the converted Fews, 
eſpecially thoſe who frnen Judea, who obſerved them 
' all, becauſe they might not at that time, and fo ſoon, 
be fully hav nor yet till the Temple it ſelf was - 
deſtroyed; nor yet underſtand the extent of Chriſtian 
Liberty, But I hall prove my aſſertion, as by the other 
Apoſtles, ſo alſo by the doQrine of St. Paul and his ex- 
ample, conformable to his Precepts, who knew the ob- 
ligation to all rheſe things to be aboliſhed by the death 
of Chriſt, and did among the Gentiles, to whom their 
obſervation muſt needs prove an intokrable yoke and 
burthen, moſt oppoſe them. 
As forthe Apoſtles, we ſee their conformity, Atts 3. 1. 
Ang St. Paul tells us how he reproved St. Peter for be- 
mp away with diflimulation among the Gez- 
F , as we .reade, Gal. 2. 
And as for St. Paul himſelf, we may ſce his Precepts, 


ow. I4- I, 2,3, 435, I4s 15: wherein he exhorteth the 
on among the Gent;les, not to offend theirBretheen | 
ews by © their overmuch freedom... - 


— , Let us take notice of his glo wi or as it 


were in his compliance and conformit ſorts 


of men for their Salvation in theſe indif 
RIES, I Cor.1 9.9,20,2L,22,2.3- vhewne my ow, hes 
as long as the Goſpel is propagated, 1 5 and 


u c 
you that rule; 
Dum fueris Rome Romano vivito more, 
$7 fuerts alibi vivito ficut ibi. 

Now how the Apoſtle did pus his doQrine of com- 
pliance and conformity in practice, will be feen by 
theſe particular i 
_ Firſt, by his circumciſing Timothy, Afts 16. To 


where we 7 ad that Ceremony which the A 
declared 


to the Ceremonies of the Church. 17 
declared fo much againſt in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
telling them, that if they were circumeifed Chri/t ſhould 
profit them nothing ; Gal.5.2. was ndwby himapplied 
to 7imothy notwithſtanding. That he might not give 
offence to the Jews, he took and circumciſe] him; hs 
fault wasnot then inthe materiality of the aftion,which 
”"_ lawfull enoughin it ſelf, but inth lity of the 

pplication among the Galatians. And therefore Circum- 
on certainly was not unlawfull in it ſelf ghough it was 
unkwfel to put any confidence in it, asa work of the 
Law, which the Galatians did. For otherwiſe Paul would 
never have circumciſed 7 ;mothy. Andfoin like manner, 
if any one ſhould put any truſt and confidence, or think 
there is any merit, or efficacy in the vgn of the Crols, 
if he ſhould adore and worſhp it, is Gap — 
well be counted-an:Idolater ; but aglongas | 
an indifferent Ceremony, according wthe nds of 
the Church: of EZxp/and, none ought toi be offended. 
- For it was borrowed from the Primitive Chriſtians, 
who gloried in-the fign of the Croſs. 
But we have yet:an higher example of conformity 
and comp —_— the A long wes which he did rot out 


of his fin ut with the advice of aw af- 
ſembly of RS Sand Elders As inthe #t#5,2z1.18; 19] 
2.0,2.T,22,2 3,242. Where we ſee, thac though che El 

ders received with much joy the news'concerning the 


converſign of the Gentiles to the Faith, yet conſidering 
how-many Fews there were who believed, /and: yet 
were alſo zealous for the Law EI and that they: 
were offended: with Past for among the 
Gentiles againſt Moſes and his C Law, and 
that therefore his perſon would not be or direce to 
them ; they adviſed him by all means to ſhew his 
compliance with them in his conformity to their _ 
D an 
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18 The Lawfulneſs of Compliance, &c. 
and Ceremonies, as doth there appear. Now v. 26. we 
find the Apoſtle following and obeying their counſel ; 
he did not onety comply with them in ſhewing reve- 
rence to the Temple, obſerving Rites about Vows and 
Purification ;* but likewiſein their Offerings and typi- 
cal Oblations. Certainly, ſhould any men doe halt fo 
much now, as &. Paul did then, ſome furious Zealots, 
who place their Religion as much in oppoſing Cere- 
monies, as the Fews did in obſerving them, would cry 
out againſt him as they did againſt St. Paul on another 
occaſion, Ads 22.22. Away with ſuch a fellow from the 
earth ; for it us not fit he ſhould live. And here, farther, 
we cannot imagine that this was ill done by the Apo- 
ple, becauſe he was never guilty of ſinfull compliance 
- 1n the greateſt danger, and becauſe it was agreeable to 
his Precepts, and courſe of life all along, and becauſe 
this counſel proceeded from the joint conſent of the 
Apoſtles and Elders, in whoſe aſſemblies the Holy 
Ghoſt was always preſent. Wherefore it followeth that 
the Jewiſh Ceremonies, liable to ſo many exceptions, - 
were not however ſo odious and ſinfull abſolutely con- 
ſidered, but that, as occaſion required, they might be 
| obſerved, and lawfully uſed, even by thoſe who knew 
them aboliſhed by the death of Chri/?f. And therefore 
ſurely the Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
which are harmleſs and innocent, if not-pious ; which 
are as no-ways burthenſome in themſelves, ſo inſtitu- 
ted onely for decency and uniformity, ought to be ob- 
ſerved. For by thus doing Faction and-Schiſm will 
be avoided, brotherly love maintaintained, peace and 
unity, the glory of aur Profeſſion, preſerved. 
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| HE Apoſlle St. Paul lays down two Rules to 
| guide our Prayers by ; 1 Cor. 14. 15. What is 
| it then? Twill pray with the ſpirit, and I will 
pray with the underſtanding alſo; T will fing with the 
ſpirit, and 1 will fing with the underſtanding alſo. And 
 1n the 16, and 17, verſes preſſeth the praying with the 
underſtanding alfo; becauſe otherwile, > that occupi- 
eth the place of the unlearned could not ſay Amen at his 
giving of thanks, ſeeing he underſtood not what was ſaid ; 
| and was not at all ediffed thereby. And v.19. hetells us, 
that he had rather ſpake five words with underſtanding, 
that the Church might be edified, than ten thouſand _— 
in an unknown tongue. It ſeems the Corinthians did much 
affect praying with the Spirit; as they thought it to be ; 
though they regarded not the underſtandings and edifi- 
( cation of their Ty k wiſh the like may not be faid 
of many arnhong our ſelves, who cry up extemporary 
praying for the onely praying with the Spirit, a. 4p Fs 3 
demning Common-prayer as carnal and formal ; bot ©: I 
D 2 1 & 
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' Of the Neceſſity of the Uſe 
if we will examine theſe two ſorts of Prayers, with the 
Rules laid down by the Apdltle, we ſhall find that 
Common-prayer, or Forms of Prayer, are every way 
as conſiſtent withypraying hy the ſpirit, and are beſt for 
edification, and the underſtanding of the hearers. *Tis 
true, our underſtandings and inventions too, both of 
Speaker and People, ought to be under the guidance, 
direftions, andggilifience of the Spirit ; as welLas our 
AfﬀeSions ; the former being the nabler, and the latter 
the more ignoble, and lower faculties of the Soul. And 
therefore as to praying with the Spirit, it's requiſite 
that theſe too be ſanified, that we may clearly dif- 
cerne, apprehend, and find out thoſe truths which God 
hath revealed, and thoſe ſins which are apt to beſet us, 
and thoſe mercies we ſtand in need of. But however, 
it's not to be expected that in all our Prayers the Spirit 
ſhould help our inventions in finding out new matter, 
much leſs new words. For the ſandtification of the un- 
derſtanding doth not conſiſt in theſe, We ought to 
judge the quite contrary ; for the ſame judgments we 
pray ad the ſame mercies we pray for;in one pray- 
er, we mult pray for often ; and though God's Spirit 
may diſcover more and more our ſinfulneſs to us, yet 
the ſame Gnfulneſs on one hand, and grace on the 0- 


- ther, which afford matter for prayer now, may afford 


us matter to our lives end. As for particular occaſions, 
they have their particular Prayers, But he is in a very 
{ad and ſtrange condition, that when he comes to pray 
to Almighty God, knows nothing at all before-hand 
what he ſhould pray for, nor what he ſhould pray a- 
againſt, but expects that the Spirit ſhould furniſh him- 
with new matter for his Prayer, op elſe he will be at a- 
loſs, For 'tis to be ſuppoſed, that we are acquainted 
with our own wants bejore-hand ; and the ſenſe of our 


miſery 


miſery and wretchedneſs in our ſelves, is-uſually the 
firſt motive and. inducement to prayer. And therefore 
the aſliſtence of the Spirit, and operation on the under- 
ſtanding, and invention, is not to furniſh us with new 
matter, and words at prayers ; but in keeping alive a: 
ſerious and conſtant apprehenſion of our condition, * 
which ſhould remain with. us, not onely in times of. 
our devotion, but alſo be a continual glide _—_— | 
the courſe of our life. He is to-be accounted rather an 
infidel, heathen or unbeliever, than a true Chriſtian, a: 
man altogether unacquainted with his ſpiritual eſtate, 
and tion, that knows no Attributes of God 
to be celebrated, no ſins he is guilty of, no judg- 
ments he is afraid of, no graces in which he is- 
deficient, no mercies he ftands in need of ; but all 
of theſe are the matter of Prayer, and all: of theſe, 
every one that knows . any thing of Chriſtianiry , 
muſt be in ſome meaſure acquainted. with before he 
performs the duty of Prayer. The knowledge of them 
being not onely requiſite to that duty, but neceſſary to- 
conſtitute;and denominate him a Chriſtian. And though. 
ſome may think they have new diſcoveries in time of 
Prayer, which I ſhall not now diſpute of what nature 
they are, yer the general ground and- foundation of: 
their Prayer, is no- new-invented matter, but ſuch- 
which habits hend they maſt be acquaintedwwith : and. 
ſo invention of new matter, is not requiſite to the ſpiri-- 
tual performance of the duty.. And as for new words, 
to think the change of theſe ſo needfull, would be te: 
place the excellency of this divine duty in a tone ; and. 
to turn this ſpiritual. into formal and lip-ſervice ; be-- 
ſides, if the Spirit ſhould diftate every new word to us, . 
all theſe Prayers might paſs for canonical, and be ac-- 
counted the word of God indeed. And:yet ones 
OUgr: 
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through their ignorance have placed the ſpiritual per- 
formafice of this duty in invention of new matter and 
words ; which is quite otherwiſe, and conſiſts in the 
ſan&tification of the whole man, as to body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit : in the ſanCtification of the underſtanding, me- 
mory, will, and affections by the Spirit of God. 

And yet farther, that we may pray with the Spirit, 
uſing a form ofwords, may appear from that Prayer 
which Chriſt taught his Diſciples, Luke 11. 2. When ye 
pray, ſay thus : which was ſpoken in anſwer to the de- 
ſire of one of Chri/?s Diſciples to teach then to pray. 

Secondly, That in ſinging of Pſalms, we ſing with 
the Spirit ; and yet almoſt all the Pſalms are Petitions 
or Thankſgivings to God ; that is alſo, Prayers which 
comprehend both Petitions and Thankſgivings. And 
the Apoſtle joineth both together, Praying with the 
Spirit, and ſinging with the Spirit. No et howe- 
ver have been ſo diſtracted as to venture on ſinging ex- 
tempore. And it is the praCtice of thoſe who condemn 


Forms of Prayer, to uſe notwithſtanding Plalms, which 


although they owe their matter to divine inſpiration, 
yet their compoſition afterwards to the art of. man. 
' And very good reaſon, for if they undertook to ſing 
 extempore, every body would preſently perceive that 
they were out of tune, or rather never 1n it ; and that 
their ſongs were as void of rhime as reaſon. And there- 
fore, if verſes and metre, though compoſed forms by 
humane invention, are fit for, and conſiſtent with the 
ſpiritual elevation of our hearts to God by way of 
thankſgiving, why is not proſe jn elevation of our 
hearts by way of petition ; not to ſay, that ſome 

Pſalms are perfect petitions ;- as the 51 Pſalm. | 
Thirdly, T would willingly be reſolved by thoſe who 
are altogether for extempore-praying Miniſters, _ 
rnole 


thoſe Miniſters pray by the Spirit, whether they them- 


. ſelves,when they hear them, pray with the Spirit or no. 


And1I ſuppoſe that they have a better eſteem of them- 
ſelves than to think otherwiſe,or to deny that they pray 
with the Spirit. Praying by, or with the Spirit, as it 
reſpects the ſpiritual pertormance of the duty, is aftu- 
ally incumbent on the people, as well as the Minifeer. 
But yet they themſelves have no exremporary expreſ- 
ſions, nor will be allowed to have extemporary en- 
largements of heart. Their Spirits are bound up by 
the Spirit of their Miniſter, who, if they ſhould not 
diligently heed his words, and give their full-aflent and 
conſent, and go along with him in every ſentence, 
would doubtleſs accuſe them of negligence, profane- 
neſs, or hypocriſie ; becauſe they do not mind the or- 
dinances tho Lord, that is, that Prayer which he 
diftates to them, and tieth up their ſpirits and thoughts, 


that they keep cloſe to it without wandring. Should 


any of his Congregation pretend that God had put ho- 
ly thouglits into his heart, that he could not attend to 
all that id, this pretence would be ſo far from be- 
ing made a note of the Spirit, that it would be thought 
ſome diabolical ſuggeſtion, which withdrew his heart 
from giving attention to his Prayer. So this people by 


the ſame breath they cry up their Miniſter, condemn . 


themſelves. For if it be legal and carnal to be tied to a 
form of ſound works, which others have compoſed for 
us, without enlargements of our own ; if it be carnal, 


not to make uſe of our own parts and inventions, in - 


oftering up our petitions ; if it be carnal to have our 
Spirits bound up, limited, and confined by words 
which others have dictated to us, then are all the Con- 
gr ation carnal, no ſpiritnal perſon, not onely in re- 
bet of office, but alſo of real qualifications, befide the 

Miniſter, 
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Miniſter, who is their mouth and ſpokeſman ; for; 
dare any. of his hearers pretend to other revelations ? 
' are not-theur ſpirits ed to his ſpirit, words, and 
ſentences ? for enlargement of matter is denied, onely 
* that of aftections in admiration, of his matter allowed. 
Deviations from it, or digreſſions, would be-a note of 
profanenefs and irreligion, the ſowing of tares among 
the wheat, Burt if their Miniſters were not partial, they 
ſhould, by their own Principle, allow every member of 
their Congregation, that liberty at the ſame time,which 
they challenge to themſelves; leave every. man to his 
ticular enlargement,and notconfine themitohis own 
Prayer, leſt the Spirit be ſtinted in his Brethren, who 
may have at the fame time ſeveral motions,raptures,and 
ilkiminations: _ _ the 4 orinthian Chureht © Cor. 
26. How. us it, brethren ? when ye come Wer,ecuer 
; > hath a pſalm, hath ai tongue, Co _— bath 
nevelation, bath an interpretation. But ſeeing we muſt 
A klenchreea hence ter eIRIRENT 
ted; it tolowetnh even hence, t ng! thg'Spt 
rit conſiſts not in new. invention of jb rt 
I now. come to conſider the ſecond qualification: of 
Publick Prayer, by which all. our ſpiritual gifts in their 
uſe and exerciſe ought to be direQed. and: regulated, 
that is, The good and edification of the hearers. This 
' s thatwhich the Apoſtle, x Cor.14-15,65c, andthrough- 
out the whole aye, DO cas that let mens pretences . 
to the Spirit be what they will, yet neither they, ne 
their pretences are to be regarded, if they intend: not 
edification. 'The, great care of the Miniſter- ſhould be, 
_ that the vs opts underſtand him, and. be profited 
by him. Thus, is alſo farther evident from the 16 verſe; 


which doth explain the former ;| Ee wher, thou ſhalt; 


. 


tlefs with the ſpirit, how ſhall he that occupieth the room 
-q of 
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of the unlearned ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks, ſee- 
ing he underſtandeth not what thou ſayeſt. This is alſo 
evident from the proteſtation of St. Paulin the 19. v. 
t0.ſpeak five intelligible words'in the Church, than a mul- 
titude unintelligible. This is alſo evident out of the pre- 
cedent verſes ; the deſign of the Apoſtle being, that by 
plain preaching and praying, they ſhould edifie the. 
Church of God, So v. g. So /ikewiſe ye, except ye ut- 
ter by the tongue, words eafie to be war_ how ſhall 
it be known what is ſpoken 2 for ye ſhall ſpeak into the 
air. Now that forms of Prayer, as they are compoſed, 
may. beſt be underſtood, by all ſorts of people, is fo 
evident, that it needs no demonſtration. *Tis true, 
men may,-..if they pleaſe, compoſe ſych forms, which 
are unintelligible, as the Popiſh Prayers, which are in 
an unknown Tongue, and not underſtood by the gene- 
rality.; or we may compoſe ſuch intricate forms in 
our own Tongue, which few can underſtand. But 
whatſoever qualification is deſired for clearneſs of un- 
derſtanding, may better be done in a ſet form, which 
is made upon mature deliberation, than in extempore . 
— yo are com —_ « Fudden, whether we 

re] iety of words, the ecafir | [- 
ficancy of { ay he the plainneſs of the ſtyl The 
diſtinton of the ſentences, and the methodical _ 
ſition of the whole. And beſides, ſet forms publickly 
and conſtantly read in the Church, have this advan- 
tage, that _— ſome expreſſions ſhould not be very 
clear in themſelves, yet long uſe, whereby people be- 
come acquainted with-them, will render them intelligi- 
ble. But there are but few that _— on a fudden 
. ſo pertinently and clearly to-any buſineſs, as they can - 
upon mature deliberation, And in this caſe, as ſet f fry 

arg-likely to go beyond uakatien Prayers, logjeth: bo 
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lowed and compoſed by the Fathers of the Church, are 
likely to excel the compoſitions of any ſingle perſon. 
And if we ſeriouſly conſider the compoſition of our 
own publick Prayers, there cannot well be any better 
framed for perſpicuity and information of the judg- 
ment, or moving the affe&ions. The words are plain, 
familiar, and eaſie to be underſtood, the method is di- 
ſtint and perſpicuous. The Prayers being digeſted 
into ſeveral Colle&ts, ſo that we know when we are 
to confeſs our ſins, when to give thanks, when to pray 
for grace, and when for peace, and when for the King 
and State, &c. | 

And, qui bene diſtinguit, bene docet. In the Litany 
we have a brief and pathetical enumeration of thoſe 
ſins and judgments we ſhould Pray againſt, of thoſe 
mercies ſpiritual and temporal we ſhould pray for, and 
this in plain terms, not obſcure to thoſe who under- 
ſtand their Mother-tongue. In the ſecond Service, we 
have the Commands of God, the fum' of what we have 
to doe, and throughout, a frequent intermixture of the 
Creed, Epiſtles, and Goſpels, by which in all points 
we may be ſufficiently inſtructed. | 

But now, for other Prayers, which men make with- 
out premeditation, although this ſhould be granted, 
that every Prayer be coherent, and that every word 
and ſentence in the Prayer, might be underſtood b 
judicious auditours ; yet if we conſider how hard it 
ts, to make the generality of people to underſtand 
thoſe truths aocltey to ſalvation, what can we ex- 
ped from them, when, beſides the things themſelves, 
their memories muſt be burthened with variety of ex- 
preſſions, and they muſt be more perplexed to under- 
ſtand variety of words, than variety of matter ; eves 
ry new Prayer more and more amazing their onghes, 

an 
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and confounding their apprehenſions; in which, not» 
withſtanding , its requiſite that every member of the 
Congregation ſhould join. Whereas one comprehen- 
ſive Prayer, which ſhould be uſed in all our folemn 
aſſemblies ſignificantly expreſſed, might by care and 
ſtudy in time be underſtood of all. Nay, though va- 
riety may delight the fancy, and draw the affe&tions 
the more to the ſpeaker, yet it wall be apt to diſtract 
the thoughts, and a little diſturb the affe&tions, as to 
the'matter, even in thoſe who are underſtanding. For 
it's not in hearing Prayers as in hearing Sermons, 
when we come to learn and be inſtrufted in the will 
of God, where, if any thing be not truly and clearly 
delivered, we may leifurely conſider of it, without 
offence to God, or ill performance of the duty ; but in 
Prayer we are to offer up our petitions, which if not 
clearly expreſt, and our apprehenſions are not eaſie, 
ſo that the things delivered be no ſooner heard, but 
underſtood and affented. to, and paſs immediately to 
the affeftions, we ſhall be at a loſs for joining. Now 
theſe things cannot be ſo well attained to even by 
thoſe of competent underſtanding in extempore Pray- 
ers, as in ſet forms : for in theſe latter we may under- 
ſtand things before-hand, and fo have nothing to doe, 
but to join in putting up our petitions, which is the 
proper work of Prayer. But extempore Prayers are 
obnoxious to ſeveral impediments, which ariſe from 
the nature of the Prayers themſelves, For here is a 
neceſlity of an inſtantaneous weighing and judging the 
ſeveral expreſſions, continually tollowing each other ; 
together with the applicocy of them to the will, for 
the ſtirring up the afieCtions to embrace them, which 


is not eaſily done, unleſs by thoſe who have their fa- 
culties well exerciſed : as. the greateſt part of the au- 
as 2 | ditours 
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ditours uſually have not. For whilſt the underſtanding 
is conſidering and eſtimating the truth of things, the 
goodneſs is not repreſented to the will, asdeſirable. And 
beſides, the due underſtanding of a Prayer, depending 
on the connexion of one part, and one ſentence with 
another, there will be need of ready animadverſion to 
take notice of it, and a competency of memory to re- 
tain it ; which qualifications, many perſons, otherwiſe 
godly and intelligent, may be deſtitute of. And yet 
tarther, the errours to which ſuch Prayers may be lia- 
ble and obnoxious, from the defeRts. of the perſon 
praying, are manifold ; but I ſhall not now inſtance in 
any. And therefore I conclude, that ſet forms are 
ſuch which the beſt may join heartily with, and with- 
out which the generality cannot come to knowledge 
very well, and that they are the ſureſt ground for the 
underſtanding to proceed upon. 

But yet there remains an objection to- be reſolved, 

; which muſt be, if they underſtand themſelves, the 
" foundation both of their Miniſters plea, 'and: of the 
Peoples admiration of them ; which: is thus ; 

Though the uſing of ſet forms may conſiſt with 
praying with the Spirit, formaliter, yet it doth. nor 
efeftive ſo. much as extempore Prayers, It's accor- 
ding to the known rules of Oratory, that Speeches read 
out of a Book, are. not apt to afie&t ſo much, as-when 
retained memoriter, and delivered with a lively and 
gratefull pronunciation. That which ſeems to flow 
trom the —_ of the Speaker, works the more effec- 
tually on the hearts of the Hearers. Now, foraſmuch 

- as God worketh by means, in our converſion and edis ' 

- fication, which are ſuted and accommodated to our - 
capacities and natures, We ought to make uſe of thoſe = 

= which are moſt apt-to-excits our devotion, Our in- . 
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feriour faculties have need of aſliſtence, and a meet 
help, as well as our ſuperiour. And who would not con- 
demn on this account a careleſs and ſupine reading of 
Commone-prayer it ſelf, as a thing tending to alienate 
mens afteftions from it, and to quench their devotions. 
And therefoze ſuch Miniſters, who ſuppoſe themſelyes 
thus gifted; as to be able to excite mens affeCtions by 
their Rhetorical Prayers, and lively pronunciation and 


| ations, conclude it neceſſary, that they ſhould make 


uſe of their Talent, and not lay it up in a Napkin. 

This argument or objection at firſt ſight may ſeem 
ſpecious and plauſible, but if throughly examined, 
will appear as a rotten Fabrick, built on a ſandy foun- 
dation ; or, as 2 painted Sepulchre, which, though 
beautifull to look on, yer within-is full of dead-rgens 
bones. I confeſs, if we compare reading Prayers, and 
a delivery of an eloquent Prayer without-book, ab- 
; and abſolutely, onely in order to the excis» 
ting of the affeQtions, the latter may take place ; but 
if we eonfider them with thoſe circumſtances, which 
in: general and publick uſe muſt attend them, ſer 
forms will challenge the preheminenee; 

But for anſwer, in the. fr/# place ; I have already 
ſhewed, that the uſe of forms is beſt for the inſtruction 
of the generality, and ſettled information of the judg- 
ment, and therefore on'that account may at leaft be 
laid -in equal ballance with exciting the ſenſitive affec- 
tions with preſent heats: and ſudden commotions , 
which are not durable. Good afteftions are but one 


requiſite to praying with the Spirit,:and according to 


thoſewho place all almoſt in.new inventions, ſhould 


: be the leaſt ;: and muſt be direQed by the illumination gya,... 
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tion, and fixing rye as. nba are beſt alſo for 
a due excitation of the atle&tions, ſo that may be 
acceptable and well-pleafing to God, For here is to 
be obſerved, that there is a great difierence between 
divine and heathen Oratory, A Roman Oratour ca- 
red not ſo much for information of the judgment, all 
- his deſigns were to engage mens aftections to his cauſe, 
though by blinding their: underſtanding and” reaſon, 
Such arts as theſe the Apoſtle declares againſt in the 
beginning of the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthiaws, and 
elſewhere, calling them the wiſedom of words, and of 
the fleſh. But in offering up our Petitions to God, 
our affeions ought not to be led by. tones-and- 
ſtures, but proceed from the ſenſe and'appreher 

of God's Majeſty, and our own wants. If we'wilt pray 
acceptably to God, we muſt have our hearts and 
minds before-hand enflamed with a duetcopfideration 
of his-glory, and our own miſery. "Thisgught to be - 
had in the firſt place ; and then for quickning the out» 
ward man, a lively, ſerious, and decent /pronuncia- 
tion of publick Prayers will be ſufficient, which eyer 
Miniſter ſhould endeavour after. But when mengat- 
feftions riſe. and fall according to the variation of the 
Speaker'si tone, it muſt needs be their meaſure :and 
foundation. Now theſe affeftions, moved after" this 
magner , being onely turbulent commotions of the 
bloud and ſpirits, and not real longings of the ſoul af- 
ter God, are little more of themlelves regarded: by 
kim, than mere'bodily evieſy: being v0 OO0e 
| 3-5 r. Nay, many times they may become pre-" 
jadich to ſpiritual ſervice; for, as it ry ns 2 | 
ſerved, perit omne judicilits' cam abit in affaltuts,' 
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without” due *of the Ws "ay will 

have but little ons pi Sri: of watit and mi 

ſery.. And com! g unable ro paſs a reg- 
. dy judgment on the things delivered/ahd unacg wal 
with new expreſſions, muſt be led wholly b 

tone, efid pronunciation ; and if they rs 
ed for-the man, and the delivery be good, all 
down, all paſſeth with them for gold thar glifters; 

xd 4s in thoſe affections which are more, ſettled 
and compoſed, (as in the ſtill ſmall voice we reade of, 
x 10s. IT, _—_—_ though they do not flame, con- 

ſums, and break down fo much ; as thoſe more vio- 
| ſecions'did indeed in our laſt Wars, by miſera- 
'deflroying both Church and State ; and of ſuch 

y lay, that God is not in them, I do not deny, 
tour affeftions ought to, be ſomerimes fervent, 
| , but fo as they ſabyert nor, but are 
te our judgments; and when the heighit of 

depenids*/on the depth of the ſenſe, and appre- 
henſion 'of God's Majeſty, and our own miſery by na- 
ny and not kindled by the loudneſs of an enthuſi- 
aftick voice,' or tone. 

! Thirdly, Hence alfo it will appear, that the whole 
eaſe is clearly miſtaken ; for Prayer is by its eſſentiaf 
definition a repreſentation, or 2 religious repreſentay 
tion of our wills and deſires to God, And then cer- 
, If it be a repreſentation of our wills to God, 
we muſt have ſome deſires'in our wills to repreſent tg 
God, when we come'to pray to him. And therefore c>* 
very one that prays, ſhould cither pray.to God, by pyit» 


- | ting up-his own Petitions by If - or ſhould be ac- 
- quaint mm the matter re-hand which another | 
up Phi, * that he may fay,, he EET: 
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therefore doth ſuppoſe our affeRtions _ __ engagec 
There is none who needs .excite a Beggars alle&tion: 
who is ſenſible of his wants; theſe will make him pe- 
thetical. And therefore all the compoſitions in our 
Prayers ſhould be rather to expreſs, and not to ingite 
our affe&tions ſo. much, becauſe we come to put; us 
our-defires to God. TI confeſs, that in preaching, .thi 1 
caſe.is-quite otherwiſe, and a greater latitude mayde al» 
lowed as to theſe things, becauſe it is ordained, 08e- 
ly for the edification of the Church, but cony of 
unbelievers, who may be drawn by the love of the bx 
grooony, to the love of the things chamfelres,” T Gu : 
erein every one that is endued with the gift, may ex - 
erciſe his rick, and not bury his Ti Nap» 
kin. And likewiſe, becauſe hereby the will of Gai b 
declared to us, ſpiritual things, by ſenſible repreſenta» 
tions, may become-familiar to us; and make the bet- 
ter impreſſion upon us; yet the Apoſtle uſed all plain= 
neſs.of ſpeech in preaching, and therefore en. 
likewiſe in pray 19 260» 
_ The « panty fpir 


If on thn why 
MN heeetns to the due 6/rwoorks 
-£l re 1s requiſite in the tirſt place a ſeala 
4 ON  fuperiour faculties tothe inferjour, 
| (cad, Wh afeenſoria from the inferiour faculties to 
; And hence'the inventive faculty of the- 
Ethale gifts and abilities which God hath 
ety he is able to expreſs his mind in 
dl Hgnificant phraſes, than ordinary people, 
þ < PICAhh in praying.extempore, fo much 
ſmg ct forms before-hand, both private, 
ſe who would ſpeak « out of the abundance 
but by reaſon of 1gnarance t0 expreſs 
$ Cannot , may be: furnzſhed with apt and. - 
; and publick, that thoſe whole effec- 
-lnrnn; knowing and underſtanding 
#hand,: with! more freedom, - and) 
7 join with mutual conſpiration of 
| ts, 5a aflettions. 

_ a : ies were inuſe carly intheChurch, 
a apricot well be compoſed ; as alſo done 
I rey, in praiſing God, where , 
are ed and accented for the 
, harmony, and :confent. And when 
i ic that prayeth ſhould endeavour after the 
Ire ma a" on, --and': moſt -decent delivery ; that 
oghr:the * hoall notbe'the firſt motives, yet that. 
Y che ran man, and {ower faculties 'may be 
gquickned, as not ro/be-an impediment to the fur 

Ur. hobegin gud lay the foundation u 
Re ke gong raiſed by thpnblie - 
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apt © dull the af 
ice, it's a ſign th 3S'and par 

atleions, and are not A ve 0 "ther 1" for ot 
wiſe, the words being ſignificant, "7 - its fe 
ouſly engaged, they would be no may Wes 
the uſing the ſame ood form, than the Af 
'when, after a play written in their own 
they heard, O Cupido, Prince of gods andanen: 
out inceſſantly, O Cupido, Prince of gox wa nd" a 
till it caſt them all almoſt into violent fevers, Oral 
the Ephefrans were, Afts 19.34. who crien mh . 2 forth 
ſpace of two hours, great 1 Diana of the Eph 

Certainly, had thoſe, who condemn ourl8 
Lord deliver us ; We beſeech thee to hear w 
Lord have mercy upon us ; Chriſt have ms CY pou Us 5 
Lord have mercy upon us, often in our Prayers, « they 
but half ſo much zeal for God and Chriſt; es theſe mien 
for Cupid and Diana, they might eafily*be of # by . 
ming, and join with us in our Litany, which hathzhad - 
the approbation, even of ſome Presbyrerign M : 
for an affeQionate Prayer. So far is the reitew _ 
or repeating of the ſame expreſſions, ſuitable to Our a 
fettions, from dulling and quenching them, at is oth 
rather kindle them anew, and cauſe them to burniwith 
the greater flame. The fum then, and re "of theſ 
anſwers is this ; that foraſmuch as prey. uride 
ſtanding and judgment is annexed for the moſt part £0 
forms, which we may know bohmwhend, ordinar) ry Pe "ut 2 
ple being not able te paſs a read nt conn ew in 
ventions ; that forms are neceſſary tor the | 
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by. orms may be done moſt ſigni- 
& for the underſlanding; And ou the 
ing tend to abate the. affc 
inRly ti © deſires of tho Soul, whigh 
þ yes 74 very CPR 
weth, that nothing 1s more 
afive form of Prayer to be uſed in all 
bl ex ; which all being acquainted with, 
baderſtand;: ant. ma oy Fn more freely , 
and cordially join wi And ſo 1 have gi- 
gent Aofwer to the Objection, but yet T 
7 — , add another argument or two, to 
4M Wy, be conſidered, that i in order to the 
4 Y fleftion: 'themſelves, th06 an\excellent - 
and invention may go beyond bare reading, yet 
SA zeconfidered inthe uſe of them, notone- 
erak nh &in concreta, a5 to the: 
JoN d-with a them. NO # tho we Na 
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adically, and pronto X To, 

| fave mak of them, theſe abilities ? 

vs have ready3new Prayer comprehen- 
"ay © and; yearn wich naw pianoaged 

* brought forth pertinently without: he- 

yeſbony 6 ion 2 Nl Frhem ve choir ſenghrs 

ES end ; Be mus de copit rerun & verborum ? 

wedhall ad molt of them deſlivue of theſe 

Prove ſs depends 


Ehurch/and Stars, which js by tar expoſed # 
uſe of the pI the former. Th hee coſe th&ons 
is. unity and uniformity, brotherly love;:and all cc 
he muytraal voiklqratinie' ſelve 5/6 egos, I; 

toly-faihu7 of the othier, tor the moſt op an /in | 
Church, and rebettionsig States when we | te f 
one todoe whiat 1s 'and good in higle 
our late'times have futhciembydemonſtrgy " 
Hyter ins rhomlelyes xiould novicave | as! wh & 
rectory.” But,af privac iden and ! ” 
thearklves,. to pray! '#s they lee Þ 

Seate had need of very-igood fecunir 

_ __ &y, as well as their ability. 'An here 

- tees Miniſter, the. moreelaqa 

, more" dang ers tmpoſtours Ws. Git: 
prove. And foift is meumbent; borka 
regard 'of the State,” ahd onthe 
the Church, tohave'an eye to ſuch-peiitdns;: 
p07 Qonunon.qreyer fullciens WER, If, ve 
wree HE al jat. exc nogyy 2 | 
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vj 95 en memes 1mutate, ; by gud idigelwntat 
tonneſs, the 7/raclites in the Wilderneſs, wllie/ is: 
heavenly Manna, . Angels/food,- becauſe I- 
per heirs, Crake >Gort anti thee T ay 
#isfe-their-dufts, \yet he deftnoyeHd. me 
the'meat was 31 aol wmatths. We ny al 748 

enſued the abeliſhing Common-prayer. 
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